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Distracted Driving: Yeah, You’re That Distracting - www.urthatdistracting.org 
Texting while driving is three times more dangerous than drunk driving—it increases your risk of a 
crash by 23 times. During the research phase of this campaign, in the Ad Council’s street-side 
study, we observed nearly 5% of Rochester drivers illegally using their cell phones while driving. 
This campaign took a unique approach by targeting the person outside the car, encouraging them 
to ask “Are you driving?” each time they call or text friend and family and inspiring others to 
change the way they start conversations. 

 
Lead Poisoning Prevention: Let’s Make Lead History – www.letsmakeleadhistory.org 
Lead poisoning causes serious damage in both children and adults including behavior issues, brain 
damage, hearing loss, and high blood pressure. This is a significant public health concern in Monroe 
County with hundreds of children testing positively for lead poisoning each year. Since the 
campaign’s launch in 2006, there has been an 84% decrease in childhood lead poisoning in Monroe 
County.  

 
Water Education Collaborative: H2O Hero - www.h2ohero.org 
Rochester is one of 31 Great Lakes communities identified as needing increased protection efforts 
to ensure future water quality. Unfortunately, historical and current pollution problems continue to 
impair the quality of this precious resource. In fact, Ontario Beach in Monroe County was sited in 
2012 by the Natural Resources Defense Council as the only “repeat offender beach” in NY state (for 
frequent closings due to high bacteria count).  

 
Child Sexual Abuse Prevention: - Be Brave For Kids – www.bebraveforkids.org 
In partnership with Bivona Child Advocacy Center, this campaign focuses exclusively on educating 
adults in our community about child sexual abuse while providing them with the tools that they 
need to both recognize the signs and prevent it. One of the primary reasons that the public is not 
sufficiently aware of child sexual abuse as a problem is that 73% of child victims do not tell anyone 
about the abuse for at least a year. Forty-five percent of victims do not tell anyone for at least 5 
years and some never disclose.  
 
Cancer Services Program: - www.getscreenedrochester.org 
The Cancer Services Program of Monroe County (CSP-MC) is the only comprehensive breast, 
cervical and colorectal cancer education and screening program in Monroe County providing 
financial coverage, support and education for uninsured and underinsured men and women, ages 
40 and older. CSP-MC pays for clinical breast exams and mammograms, pelvic exams and pap 
tests, and FIT kits and/or colonoscopies so that finances are not a barrier to preventive care.  
 
School Attendance Improvement: Every Minute Matters – www.everyminutemattersrcsd.org 
Improving attendance is a critical first step toward boosting student achievement in Rochester, 
which has the lowest-performing school district in NY State. There is a direct correlation between 
high absenteeism and poor performance in every measure of student achievement—including test 
scores, grade point average, and graduation rates. It is a leading indicator for juvenile crime and 
adults who were chronically truant as children have been shown to have lower paying jobs, more 
reliance on welfare support, and increased likelihood of living in poverty.  

 
 
 
 



 
Caregiver Respite Project: Help A Caregiver – www.helpacaregiver.org 
Respite care is defined as short-term in-home community-based services to give relief to the 
primary caregiver. While caring for loved ones at home has always been the norm, the push for 
home and community-based care has increased, in part because the cost of care and public policy 
changes. A wealth of studies suggest that caregivers have poorer mental and physical health than 
non-caregivers and that those providing care to people with dementia have high levels of stress 
and lower well-being than those caring for physically disabled persons.  

 
Organ Donation: Pass Life On – www.passlifeon.org 
Today, 521 local area residents are on the waiting list at Strong Memorial Hospital for an organ 
transplant, yet only 124 patients received organ transplants last year due to the lack of available 
donors. We are working with the Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network (FLDRN) to increase the 
number of residents enrolled in the New York State Donate Life Registry, thus increasing the donor 
pool and reducing the waiting time for those in need. 
 
Early Help Seeking: Before the Problem Gets Too Big – www.connect2helpnow.org 
2-1-1/LIFE LINE is a community resource that provides free access to important services through a 
single contact point. This campaign, in partnership with Goodwill of the Finger Lakes, encourages 
residents to seek early assistance for basic needs and mental health issues "before the problem 
gets too big" by dialing 2-1-1 from any public or personal phone. 


